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NEW AMATEUR CALL-SIGN SYSTEM IN THE USSR 


[Two articles in the the newspaper Sovetskiy Patriot (SP) of 6 June 1984 and 
one in the same publication of 27 June 1984 shed further light on the 
revised call-sign system introduced in the USSR effective 1 May 1984. 

The first two articles appeared in a monthly collection of articles calle 
"PFIR (On-the-Air) Amateur Radio Club Issue No. 5" (EFIR-5/1984) and the 
third appeared in "EFIR-6/1984." These are full, though not always literal, 
translations, whose accuracy cannot be vouched for.] 


"The and the Region [region]." [SP dated 6 June 1984, page 4] 
[Introduction]. The February issue of the "EFIR" club told about the 
reform in the call-signs of Soviet amateur radio stations. Naturally, it 
was not possible in a short article to shed light on all details of the 
reform. Today we offer for your attention an interview with Deputy Chief 
of the GIE [gosudarstvennaya inspektsiya elektrosvyazi = state telecommuni- 
cation inspectorate, somewhat analogous to the U. S. Federal Communications 
Commission] of the USSR Ministry of Communication Lyuchiya Nikolayevna 
NIKITINA; the questions for the interview were drawn from the club's mail. 


oe The reform has significantly simplified the determination of the 

union republic based on the call. Many of our readers, however, especially 
beginners, are interested in how oblasts can be distinguished if any number 
from 1 to 0 can be used in the call-signs of any republic. 


A. The principle of the administrative-territorial division of the USSR 
into union republics and oblasts is incorporated into the amateur radio 
call-sign structure. The union republic is determined by the second 
letter of the call-sign, and the oblast' within each republic by two 
symbols. In the RSFSR the number and the letter following it in the 
call-sign serve as the oblast' indicator, and in the remaining republics 
the second letter of the prefix and the first letter of the suffix do 
this. Thus, for the Ukrainian SSR, the Belorussian SSR, and the remaining 
republics, the number in the call in no way affects the determination of 
the oblast'. 


Oe How will numbers be used in amateur radio station calls in the RSFSR? 


A. Each oblast' in the RSFSR is now allotted one "number-letter" indicator, 
and in this connection in practically all cases the indicators adopted back 
in 1970 will be retained. If a need arises in the future to allot an 
additional reserve of call-signs, then in the European part of the RSFSR 
the indicators for such a reserve will begin with the numbers 1 to 6, and 
in the Asian part will run from numbers 7 to 0. Based on a proposal of the 
Federation of Radio Sport of the USSR, it has been agreed that the western 
borders of those oblasts, ASSR's [autonomous soviet socialist republics], 
and AO's [autonomous oblasts or autonomous okrugs] that have been allotted 
indicators with the number 9 will be considered as the border between the 
European and Asian parts of the RSFSR. In other words, all present UA9's 
are in the "Asian" part of the RSFSR. 
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oe So calls with the prefixes UA5, RA7, or UZ8 can now exist in the RSFSR? 


A. Theoretically, yes. But the practical requirement for such call-signs 
will not, evidently, arise soon. As Of today, only two combinations are 
used from this reserve: Ust'-Ordynskiy Buryatskiy AO received the indicator 
8T instead of OT, and Aginskiy Buryatskiy AO received 8V instead of OV. 


Q. Eng the Ukraine, UT4 and RT5 call-signs are being issued. Will UY4's 
be heard? 


A. The use of the prefixes UT4 and RT5 arose because two cities -- Kiev 

and Sevastopol' -- were allotted their own reserve of calls with the 
indicators T-U and T-J respectively. The need to use the reserve of calls 
with indicators beginning with Y will hardly arise in the foreseeable future. 
After UY5 radiostations cease operating on the air, the prefix UY will be 
put into the reserve. The same can be said of the prefix UN1 in the RSFSR. 


On In May many new prefixes -- UC1, UB4, UH9, and others appeared on the 
amateur bands. Couldn't you explain by what procedure the numbers will be 
issued in the future for calls in the various republics? 


A. The numbers in the call-signs of the union republics (except the 
RSFSR) are used, beginning with the "traditional" number of the area. 

For republics in the European part of the USSR, the numbers will first go 
down to 1 and then increase to 9 and 0. For republics in the Asiatic part 
of the USSR the procedure is the reverse: First an increase to 9 and 0, 
and then a reduction to 1. For example, in the Ukrainian SSR the numbers 
in calls will be used only in the order 5 to 1, [then] 6 to 0, and in 
Rirgiziva 8, 9, 0, [then] 7 to 1. For each number, calls are’ first 
allocated with the initial letter U, and then with R. : For example, 

UB5, RBS, UB4, RB4, etc. 


On What is the procedure for using prefixes in the RSFSR? 


A. In each of the oblasts of the RSFSR the number used for issuing calls 
remains unchanged. To increase the reserve of calls, a letter prefix is 
used, to be issued in the following order: UA, RA, UV, RV, UW, RW, UZ, 
RZ. Collective radiostations in the RSFSR will receive prefixes in the 
reverse order: UZ, RZ, UW, RW, and so on. This is done in order to 
exclude the possibility of assigning just-turned-in individual calls with 
the endings WA - 22Z to collective radiostations. For similar reasons, 
collective radiostations in the remaining union republics are allotted 
prefixes with numbers differing from the "traditional" ones. 
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Q. As is known, five-character calls, issued up to 1970, have not been 
changed in the course of the present reform. At the same time issuance of 
such calls has again been authorized. Couldn't it happen that one of the 
previously issued calls were issued a second time in another oblast'? 

For example, the call-sign UA3GO is issued in Moscow, but the indicator 3G 
remains with Lipetskoaya oblast’. 


A. In the introduction of the new call system, steps were taken to 
preclude the possibility of such duplication. For this purpose groups 

of calls which had been issued previously in other oblasts were excluded 
from the reserves of certain oblasts. Thus, in Lipetskaya oblast' 
five-character calls will be issued only with the prefixes RA, RV, RW, UZ, 
and RZ, which means that a repeat issuance of the call UA3GO is precluded. 


0: What happens if the whole reserve of five-character calls is used up 
in some oblast'? 


A. In this case six-character calls will be issued on a regular 
basis to 1st-category individual stations. It is also permissible to 
re-assign five-character calls returned to the local GIE not less 
than three years previously, provided, of course, that the calls 
correspond to the system adopted for indicating oblasts. 


Q. Call-signs beginning with the letters U and R will not be replaced 
when amateur stations are upgraded. But could there be situations in 
which a call had to be replaced against the radio amateur's will? 


A. The call-sign is subject to mandatory replacement when the radio 
amateur departs for permanent residence in another oblast" (kray, 
republic). Such situations can also arise in the event administative 
borders of republics or oblasts are changed. 


"Information Booth." [SP dated 6 June 1984, page 4] 

[Introduction] At the request of readers we are providing a brief 
description of the system of amateur call-signs. The first letter U or 
R indicates that station belongs to the USSR, the second letter indicates 
the union republic. These letters are shown in parentheses after the 
name of each republic. Oblasts, krays, ASSRs, autonomous oblasts and 
okrugs (AO's), and also cities of republic subordination [large cities 
directly subordinate to union republics with no oblast' level in between - 
Tr.] in the RSFSR are determined by the number and the letter following 
it, and in the other republics by the letter to the left and right of the 
number in the call. The word "oblast'" in the list given below has been 
left out for brevity [it is re-inserted below for clarity - Tr.]. Oblasts 
(ASSR's, AO's) whose indicators have been newly introducted or changed are 
set off in bold-faced type [here, by underlining - Tr.] 
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RSFSR (A, V, W, Z). 
Leningrad city 
Leningradskaya oblast’ 
Karel'skaya ASSR 
Arkhangel'skaya oblast' 
Nenetskiy AO 
[autonomous okrug] 
Vologodskaya oblast' 
Novgorodskaya oblast' 
Pskovskaya oblast' 
Murmanskaya oblast' 


Kaliningradskaya oblast' 


Moscow city 
Moskovskaya oblast' 
Orlovskaya oblast' 
Lipetskaya oblast' 
Kalininskaya oblast' 
Smolenskaya oblast' 
Yaroslavskaya oblast' 
Kostromskaya oblast' 
Tul'skaya oblast' 
Voronezhskaya oblast' 
Tambovskaya oblast' 
Ryazanskaya oblast' 
Gor'kovskaya oblast' 
Ivanovskaya oblast' 
Vladimirskaya oblast' 
Kurskaya oblast' 
Kaluzhskaya oblast' 
Bryanskaya oblast' 
Belgorodskaya oblast' 
Volgogradskaya oblast' 
Saratovskaya oblast' 
Penzenskaya oblast' 
Kuybyshevskaya oblast' 
Ul'yanovskaya oblast' 
Kirovskaya oblast’ 
Tatarskaya ASSR 
Mariyskaya ASSR 
Mordovskaya ASSR 
Udmurtskaya ASSR 
Chuvashskaya ASSR 


6A 
6E 


6H 
61 
6J 
6L 
6P 
6U 
6W 
6X 
6Y 


8T - Ust' Ordynskiy Buryatskiy AO 


- Krasnodarskiy kray 


- Karachayevo-Cherkesskaya AO 


{autonomous oblast'] 
- Stavronol'skiy kray 
- Kalmytskaya ASSR 


- Severo-Osetinskaya ASSR 


- Rostovskaya oblast' 


- Checheno-Ingushskaya ASSR 


- Astrakhanskaya oblast' 
- Dagestanskaya ASSR 


- Kabardino-Balkarskaya ASSR 


- Adygeyskaya AO 
[autonomous oblast'] 


[autonomous okrug] 


8V - Aginskiy Buryatskiy AO 
[autonomous okrug] 


9A 
SC 
OF 
9G 


9H 
9J 


9K 


9L 
9M 
90 
90 
9S 
9U 
OW 
9X 
SY, 
92 


- Chelyabinskaya oblast’ 

- Sverdlovkaya oblast' 

- Permskaya oblast' 

- Komi-Permyatskiy AO 
[autonomous okrug] 

- Tomskaya oblast' 

- Khanty-Mansiyskiy AO 
[autonomous okrug] 

- Yamalo-Nenetskiy AO 
[autonomous okrug] 

- Tyumenskaya oblast’ 

- Omskaya oblast' 

- Novosibirskaya oblast' 

- Kurganskaya oblast' 

- Orenburgskaya oblast' 

- Kemerovskaya oblast' 

- Bashkirskaya ASSR 

- Komi ASSR 

- Altayskiy kray 

- Gorno-Altayskaya AO 
[autonomous oblast'] 
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RSFSR (A, V, W, 
Krasnoyarskly 
Taymyrskiy AO 
[autonomous okrug] 
Khabarovskiy kray 
Yevreyskaya AO 

[Jewish autonomous oblast'] 
Sakhalinskaya oblast' 
Evenkiyskiy AO 
[autonomous okrug] 
Magadanskaya oblast' 
Amurskaya oblast' 
Chukotskiy AO | 
{autonomous okrug] 
Primorskiy kray 
Buryatskaya ASSR 
Yakutskaya ASSR 
Irkutskaya oblast' 
Chitinskaya oblast' 
Khakasskaya AO 
[autonomous oblast'] 
Koryakskiy AO 

[autonomous okrug] 
Tuvinskaya ASSR 
Kamchatskaya oblast' 


Ukraine (B, T) 


Belorussia (C) 
C-A eaMinskycit 
C-C - Minskaya oblast' 
C-I - Grodnenskaya oblast' 
C-L - Brestskaya oblast' 
C-O - Gomel'skaya oblast' 
C-S - Mogilevskaya oblast' 
C-W - Vitebskaya oblast' 


Azerbaydzhan (D) 


D-D - rayons of republic 
subordination 


DK Nagorno-Karabakhskaya AO 


[autonomous oblast'] 


D-N - Nakhichevanskaya ASSR 


Georgia (Gruziya) (F) 
F-F - rayons of republic 
subordination 
F-O - Yugo-Osetinskaya AO 
[autonomous oblast'] 
F-Q - Adzharskaya ASSR 
F-V - Abkhazskaya ASSR 


Armeniya (G) 


G-G - rayons of republic 
subordination 


B-A Sumskaya oblast' 

B-B Ternopol'skaya oblast' Turkmeniya (H) 

B-C Cherkasskaya oblast' H-A - Ashkhabad city 

B-D Zakarpatskaya oblast' H-B - Krasnovodskaya oblast' 
B-E Dnepropetrovskaya oblast' H-E - Maryyskaya oblast' 

B-F Odesskaya oblast' H-H - Ashkhabadskaya oblast' 
B-G Khersonskaya oblast' H-W - Tashauzskaya oblast' 
B-H Poltavskaya oblast' H-Y - Chardzhouskaya oblast' 
B-I Donetskaya oblast' 

B-J Krymskaya oblast' Uzbekistan (I) 

B-K Rovenskaya oblast' I-A - Tashkent cit 

B-L Khar 'kovskaya oblast' I-B - Tashkentskaya oblast' 
B-M Voroshilovgradskaya oblast' I-C - Kashkadar'inskaya oblast' 
B-N Vinnitskaya oblast' I-D - Syrdar'inskaya oblast' 
B-P Volynskaya oblast' I-F - Andizhanskaya oblast' 
B-Q Zaporozhskaya oblast' I-G - Ferganskaya oblast' 
B-R Chernigovskaya oblast' I-I - Samarkandskaya oblast' 
B-S Ivano-Frankovskaya oblast' I-L - Bukharskaya oblast' 
B-T Khmel 'nitskaya oblast' I-O - Namanganskaya oblast' 
B-U Kiyevskaya oblast' I-Q - Navoiyskaya oblast! 
B-V Kirovogradskaya oblast' I-T - Surkhandar'inskaya oblast' 
B-W L'vovskaya oblast' I-U - Khorezmskaya oblast’ 
B-X Zhitomirskaya oblast' I-V - Dzhizakskaya oblast' 
B-Z Nikolayevskaya oblast' I-Z - Karakalpakskaya ASSR 
T- ou - Sevastopol' city 


F 
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- Kiev city 
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"Information Booth." [SP dated 27 June 1984, page 4] 

In the last issue of the "Efir"™ club ("Sovetskiy Patriot" for 6 June) 
the first part of the allocation of calls to amateur radio stations in the 
USSR was published; the system was put into effect on 1 May of this year. 
In this "Information Booth" the second and final part of this material is 
given. 


Tadzhikistan (J) Kirgiziya (M) 
J-J - rayons of republic M-M - rayons Of republic 
| subordination: subordination 
J-K - Kulyabskaya oblast' M-N - Oshskaya oblast' 
J-R - Gorno-Badakhshanskaya AO M-P - Narynskaya oblast' 
[autonomous oblast'] M-Q - Issyk-Kul'skaya oblast' 
J-S - Leninabadskaya oblast’ M-T - Talasskaya oblast' 
J-X - Kurgan-Tyubinskaya oblast' 
Kazakhstan (L) Moldavia (Moldaviya) (O) 
L-A - Mangyshlakskaya oblast' O-O - rayons of republic 
L-B - Tselinogradskaya oblast' subordination 
L-C - Severo-Kazakhstanskaya 
oblast' Lithuania (Litva) (P) 
L-D - Semipalatinskaya oblast' P-B - rayons Of republic © 
L-E - Kokchetavskaya oblast' subordination 
L-F - Pavlodarskaya oblast' 
D-Ge- city, of Alma-Ata Latvia (Latviya) (Q) 
L-I - Aktyubinskay oblast' Q-G - rayons of republic 
L-J - Vostochno-Kazakhstanskaya subordination 
oblast’ 
-K - Kzyl-Ordinskaya oblast' Estonia (Estoniya) (R) 
-L - Kustanayskaya oblast' R-R - rayons of republic 
-M - Ural'skaya oblast' subordination 


- Chimkentskaya oblast' 

- Gur'yevskaya oblast' 
Karagandinskaya oblast' 

- Alma-Atinskaya oblast! 

- Dzhezkazganskaya oblast' 
- Dzhambulskaya oblast' 

- Taldy-Kurganskaya oblast' 


Turgayskaya oblast' 


pie TEaE i sho 
KSHAwmWOVOSSOAR 
! 


NOTE: For some five-character calls issued before 1970, including those 
with the prefixes UN1 and UY5, the oblast should be determined from the 
list of calls [spisok pozyvnykh] (DOSAAF Publishing House, Moscow, 1973). 
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Crow cnpasoKk 


IIo npocb6e EET arenen MPHBO- ~ 


HM KpayKoe omHcaHHe CHCTeMHl 
JHOOHTCABCKHX MO3HIBHBIX CHrHa- 
os. [Tleppaa Oyxksa U wan R 
oOosHa4aer NpHHaleKHOCTb K 
CCCP, sropaa — cowsnyw pee- 
ny OaHKy. OTH 6yKBH yKa3aHbl -B 
CKOOKax mocwe Ha3BaHHA Kaxk- 
now peciy6auxu. OGaactu, kpan, 
ACCP, astoHomHpie o6lacTH # 
oxpyra (AO), a tTakxe ropoma 
pecityO1HkKaHckoro NOAYHHeEHHA B 
PC®CP.. onpenenawrtca 10 
wpe # cneny1ouleli 3a HeH 6yk- 
Be, a2 B OCTA@bHEIX CONW3HHIX pec- 
ny6aHKax moO OyKBaM cJeBa @ 
cipaBa OT UH@pH  NoO3bIBHOrO. 
Caopa «o6acTb> B MpHBezeH- 
HOM Hiiwke cmHcke paaH KpaT- 
KOCTH ONYULeHH. JKYpHNM WIpHd- 
TOM BHAeJeHH Te o6sacTu 
(ACCP, AO), o603Ha4eHHa KOTO" 
PHX BBeLeHH! 34HOBO HJIH H3Me- 
HeHBI. 


PC@CP (A, V, W, Z). 1A — 
vt. Jlenuurpaa, 1C — Jlenuurpaa- 
ckaa, IN — Kapeascxan ACCP, 
10 — Apxanrenpexan, 1P — 
Heneuxna AO, 1Q — Bonoroz- 
ckaa, 1T — Hosropoackaa, 1W 
— IIckoscxas, 1Z — Mypman- 
cxaa, 2F — Kaanuunrpaacxaa, 
34 — r. Mocxsa, 3D — Moc- 
Kopcxaa, 3E — Opuoscxas, 3G 
— Jluneuxas, 31 — Kaannuu- 
ckaa, 3L — Cmomenckaa, 3M — 
Apocnascxaa, 3N — Koctpom: 
ckaa, 3P — Tyapexaa, 3Q — 
Boponexcxaa, 3R — Tam6os- 
ckaa, 3S — Pasancxaa, 3T — 
Toppxosckaa, 3U — HsanHos- 
cxan, 3V — BaagumMupckaa, 
3W — Kypcxas, 3X — Kaayx- 
cxaa, 3Y — Bpaacxaa, 3Z — 
Bearopouckaa, 4A — _ Boaro- 
rpancxan, 4C — Capatosexaa, 
4F — [lensencxaa, 4H — Kyat- 
6uuesckaa, 4L — YaABAHOB- 
ckas, 4N — Kuposckaa, 4P — 
Tarapcxaa ACCP, 4S — Mea- 
puickaa ACCP, 4b oa MopoB- 
cxaa ACCP, 4W — Yamyptckaa 
ACCP, 4Y — Uysauicxaa ACCP, 
6A — Kpacnonapexua xpaa, 6E 
—  Kapauyaeso-Uepxeccxaa AO, 
6H — (Crasponoapeknit Kpai, 
61 — Kaampukaan ACCP, 6J — 
Cesepo-OceTHHcKaa ACCP, 6L — 


Poctoscxaa, 6P — Ueueno- -Hu- 
ryuickasa ACCP, 6U — ActTpa- 
xaHuckaa, 6W — Jlarectauckaa 


ACCP, 6X — Ka6apauuo-Baa- 
Kapckan ACCP, 6Y — Auunirei- 
cxan. AO, 8T — Ycrse-Opanin- 
CKHA Bypatckna AO, 8V — 
ArHHCKHA BypsTcKHa AO, 9A — 
Yenn6unckaa, 9C — Csepaaos- 
ckan, 9F — [lepmcxaan, 9G — 


Komu-Ilepmauxu AO, 9H — 
Tomcxaa, 9J — Xantor-Manucui- 
ckHi AO, 9K — SAmaao-Heneu- 
KHH AO, 9L — Tirowenckaa, 


9M — Omcxkas, 90 — Hosocu- 


— 


6 June 1984, 


pwvae 


Oupcras, 9Q — Kyprancxas, 
9S — Open6yprexas, 9U — Ke 
MePOBCKAg, 9W — Baumxkupcxaa® 
ACCP, 9X — Koma ACCP,g 
9Y — Antaficnna Kpafh, 9Z — 
Topuo-Antaicxaa AO, OA — 
Kpacuospcxua xpai, OB — Tai-}’ 
MbipcKHH AO, OC — Xa6apos- 
CKHH xKpaH, OD — Espejicxas 
AO, OF — Caxanuucxas, OH — 
Spenkuiicrnh AO, 01 — Mara- 
naucxaa, OJ — Amypcxaa, OK — 
Uyxorckia AO, OL — IIpumop-# 
cKHA xKpaa, OO — Bypatckaal” 
ACCP, 0Q — Sxyrexaa ACCP,|* 
OS — Hpxytcxas, OU — Uutun- & 

ckéea, OW — Xaxaccxan AO, ° 
OX — Kopsaxcxna AO, OY — Ty-° 

puncxan ACCP, 0Z — Kamuar- * 
‘cKaa. 


Y«pauna (B, T). mA Cym-— 
cxan, B-B — Tepxonoascxaa, 


B-C — Uepxaccxaa, B-D — 3a. 
Kapnatckaa, B-E — J[wenponer- 


opckaad, . B-F — Oneccxaa, 
~G — Xepconcxas, BH — 
Tlonatascxaa, B-I — Jloneuxaa, 
B-J — Kpuimexas, B-K — Po- 
BeucKaa, B-L — Xapbkosckaa, 
B-M — _ Bopowmnaosrpanckag,, 
B-N — Banunuxaa, B-P — Bo; 
aa B-Q — 3anopoxckaa,, 
B-R — Uepxuroscxaa, B-S — 


Hsano-Mpankoscxan, B-T — 
XMeJbHHUKaA, B-U — Kuesckas: 
B-V — Kuposorpaacxas, B-W — 


JIpBosBckaa, B-X — PKHTOMHD™, 
ckas, B-Y -— Uepxosiuxas,; 
B-Z — Hukonaescxas, T-J — 


r,. Cesactonoab, T-U — r. Kues.!| 
Benopyccun (C). C-A | 


cage Se re oe Oy ee 


r.. Munck, C-C — Mauncxas, 
C-I — [Tpogznuenckas, C-L 
Bpectcxas, C-O — Tomeapckaag, 
C-S — Moruaescxas, C-W — 
Bute6ckaa. 


A3sep6atizmwan (D). D-DD — 
paioHW pecny6mukKaHcKoro nO2- 
4YHHeEHHA (p.p.m.), D- aS _ larop: 
HO-Kapa6axckaa 0, DN — 
HaxnuesancKas ACCP. 

Ipy3ua (F). F-F p.p.n., sane a 
lOro-OcetuHcxaan AO 
Amxkapcxas ACCP, EV — re 
xa3cxaa ACCP. 


ApmenHua (G), G-G — 

TypkmMenua (H). H-A—r. ohn 
xa6aa, H-B — Ae 
H-E — Mapniicxas, HHH—A 
xaOancxaa, H-W — Teuisyanaa. 
H-Y — Uapaxoycxaa. 

Y36exuctan (1). 1-A—r. Taw- 
KeuT, [-B Tawkeutcxaa, I-C — 
Kawika apbuucaa, I-D — Cup- 


appuyckaa, I-F — Anguxan- 
cxaa, I-G — @eprancxag, I-I — 
Camapkanacxaa, I-L — Byxap- 


cxaa, I-O — MHaMmaurancxaa, 
1-Q — Hasoniicxan, I-T — Cyp- 
XaHfapbHucKas, I-U — Xopesm- 
cxan, I-V — J xu3axcxaa, 1-Z — 
Nipumer rina! ACCP, 


es ee 


LL  ————— 


TWOGH Te bCKHE 


Panuo> Ha 7, 


Oa 


_ HBle JIA pacueta ceaHCoB cBA- 
' gH yepes panH 


pa BOK 


MN — Ouwicxag, 


Croa cn 


BbIITyCKe 
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fo 
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M-T — Taaacckaa. | 


‘Moanasua (0). O-O — p.p.1 
p-P.o. | 


— p.p.n. 


M-P — Ha: 
Scrouua (R). R-R — p.p.a. 


P-B — 


M-Q — Hecuk- 
Jlateus (Q). Q-G 
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Mpuameuyanne, Jina sexpTtopHx 
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D — Cemuga- 
Aama-Ata, 


L-E — Koxueran- 
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L-L — ‘Ky 


Ypa. 


Uumkentckag,  : 


ckaa, 
L-Q 


‘LT — Doxa 


C —, Cenepo-Ka- 
L- 
c. 
Vie 


rpaacxas, L 
SaxcTaHCKaa, 
JaTHHCKaR, 
cxaa, ' L-F 
L-G — 
Axyio6suckas, 

- Ka3axctancKaa, 
Opauuexaa, 
cxaa, LEM — 

Tt, 

p- 
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‘BBEJCHO 


Tagmuxuctan (J 
J-K. — Kyas6cxaa 


Ho-BanaxwaHcKas 
Jlenuna6anckaa, J-X — Kypraa- 


YACTh pacripeeneHHA NOabIB- 
TiwG6uacKan. 


HbIX © JIOOHTeIbCKHX 
crannHh. CCCP 
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110 
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Geographical Units in the USSR 


The summary translations of Soviet articles on amateur radio frequently contain what 
mey initially be bewildering references to krays, oblasts, rayons, RSFSR, SSRs, ASSRs, 
etc. A basic understanding of the geographical breakdown of the USSR is “useful 

since the two organizations regularly mentioned in connection with the amateur 
service -- DOSAAF and radio sport federations -- are organized on the basis of the 
larger geographical units. The geographical units used in the USSR are unique and do 
not match up with ones used in other countries; to avoid ambiguity in cases where 
straightforward English translations do not exist and where a single English term 
might be used to translate different Russian terms -- e.g. "region" for both 

Oblast* and rayon -- the Russian term -- with anglicized plural -- has been preserved. 


In Soviet usage, "nationality" refers to ethnic origin, not country of allegiance, - 
The union republics themselves constitute the top level of nationality-based units, 
being based on the doniinant ethnic group residing within their borders. Each SSR has 
its own language, flag, Council of Ministers; indeed the Soviet Constitution guaran- 
tees the union republics the formal right of withdrawal from the Union. 


Constitutionally, the USSR is just what the letters stand for -- a "Union" of “Soviet 
Socialist Repudlics." The highest level, that of the country as a whole, is indicated 
by terms such as “all-union," "of the USSR," or "of the Soviet Union." 


The 15 soviet socialist republics are what are normally thought of as the constituent 
parts of the USSR -- Russie itself (the RSFSR), the Ukraine, Belorussia (White 
Russia), Georgia, Uzbekistan, etc. They are termed union republics to differentiate 
them from autonomous SSRs (see below). Any given location in the USSR lies within 
one union republic or another. The Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic -- the 
RSFSR -- occupies roughly three quarters of the land mss of the USSR; as its title 
suggests, the RSFSR has a federated substructure and indeed is sometimes referred to 
as the "Russian Federation," 


The union republics are divided into variously named units, the most common being the 
oblest' and the next-most-common the krey., Krays are usually more extensive in area 
end sparser in population than oblasts. Some of the smaller union republics lack the 
Oblast'/kray level entirely and break down directly into rayons (see below). 


If e portion of a union republic is inhabited principally by a distinct ethnic group, 
it may be designated an antonomous soviet socialist republic -- an ASSR -- instead of 
an oblast’ or kray; ASSRs have a more complex governmental structure -- council of 
ministers, language, etc. -- than do oblasts or krays. Lower down on the “nationality” f- 
scale are autonomous oblasts and autonomous okrugs (okrug = district), the former 
subordinate to a union republic and the latter to an oblast’ or kray. The Soviet 
amateur press occasionally reports DXpeditions to remote "™ationality"-based units. 


Rayons, literally "regions" (but "region" is sometimes used to translate oblast), are, | 
along with the union republics, the most pervasive units in the country. A comparable 
unit in Canada, the UK, or the USA would be the county. Large cities such as Moscow 
have rayons within their borders, a reversal of the normal hierarchal relationship. 


At the local level there are cities and towns (the Russian word gorod meaning both), 
villages (selo, or in the Caucasus aul), settlements, and "rural populated points." 
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